BETHANY CATHOLIC PRIMARY

SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER

Term: 1| Week: 4 | Friday, 19th February, 2021

PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE

Dear Bethany Families,

On Wednesday we began our 40 day Lenten journey by attending parish mass celebrated by Father
Suresh along with members of the St Padre Pio community. The Italian word for "Lent” is "“Quaresima”
from the word "quaranta’ for the number forty - the number used biblically for a period of penance
or cleansing. The word "quarantine’ comes from the same
word origin.

The ashes used on Ash Wednesday, made by burning last
year's palm branches, symbolise our beginning and our
ending and challenge us to translate our intentions and
prayers into real deeds of love, service and compassion
during this 40 day period.

We can certainly relate to the use of ashes as a sacred
symbol of this liturgical season in our Australian
context.The dead, burnt wood and the cold, grey ashes
left behind following the devastation of a bushfire also
contain within it the material and conditions for new seeds
to germinate and for new life to grow aofter all seems
destroyed.

Lent provides us with the conditions and the time to renew
and deepen our relationship with God by stripping away
some of the clutter in our spiritual lives. We can do this by
emulating the example of Christ - by fasting, giving and
praying. Jesus also tells us that giving, praying and fasting
should not be self-seeking or boastful but rather
motivated by humility and selflessness:

But when you give alms, your left hand must not know what
your right is doing; your almsgiving must be secret, and
your Father who sees all that is done in secret will reward you. Mt 6:16-18)

The lesson that Jesus teaches us through Lent is that our lives (like His on earth) will have periods of
struggle, desolation and challenge. It is particularly during these times of personal struggle and
desolation that God is closest to us.

Lent is ultimately a time to become less self-centred and to turn our gaze back to God who loves us
unconditionally.

Until next time,

Sergio Rosato
Principal




BETHANY CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

STUDENT RECOGNITION AWARDS

Our school motto and the Positive Behaviours for Learning framework (PBS4L) PAW-SOME!
seeks to enculturate our students to develop healthy, respectful and reciprocal ¢
relationships as modelled by Christ. . . )

.

Recognising students for qualities such as effort, service and positive behaviours .
seeks to improve student motivation and engagement aos well as fostering a

culture of learning, focussed on improvement. | AM RESPECTFUL
Following discussion and discernment by the School Leadership Team and previous

feedback from our parental community through surveys and focus groups, it has | 1710 2 2 |
been decided that we will initiate a system of student recognition awards.

These awards are intended to complement currently used class-based awards .. o e
and feedback processes as well as PBS4L incentive practices (such as Paw ‘

awards).
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Paw Awards

Betfienyy Cethislic Primary Sehil
EFFORT IN LEARNING AWARD
PRESENTED TO
‘ Bethany Bear .
for showing enthusiasm > E"

towards learning

In Christ We Love and Serve Award
PRESENTED TO

26th February 2021

Bethany Bear

For always helping others

26ith February 2021




BETHANY CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

STUDENT RECOGNITION AWARDS

1. Class Effort in Learning Awards
The award will be based on:

Student effort and improvement in learning, goal achievement, application of learning
dispositions such as persistence, motivation, problem-solving or thinking skills.

* Teachers will select four students from their class as recipients for an Effort in Learning Award.
These Awards will be presented to students twice per term during school assembly.

* Teachers of Music, Sport and Italian will nominate four students - one student per stage - to
receive an Effort in Learning Award for each of these co-curricular activities.

* Each student will receive at least one Effort in Learning Award during the course of a school
year.

* The recipients of these awards will be published in the school Newsletter and photos placed on
the School’s FaceBook page.

2. In Christ We Love and Serve Award - for living out our school motto
This award will be based on:

Students who give witness to our school motto through word and action and whose service
towards others goes above and beyond.

* Any member of our school community - staff, students, parents or parishioners may nominate
a student to be considered for this award.

* Nominations will need to be in writing to the Principal, Assistant Principal or Religious Education
Coordinator.

* These Awards will be presented during assemblies held twice per term.

* The recipients of these awards will be published in the school Newsletter and photos placed on
the School’s Facebook page.

3. Principal’s & Assistant Principal’s Morning Tea

Nominations to this morning tea will be based on:

Student effort and improvement with their learning. Students nominated to attend the morning
tea may not necessarily have received a class Effort in Learning Award.

* Each class teacher will nominate two students from their class to attend the morning tea.

e Specialist teachers for Music, Italian and Sport will nominate two students from any grade to
attend for their effort in each of these areas.

*  Morning Teas will take place once in Terms 1, 2 and 3.

* The recipients of these awards will be published in the school Newsletter and photos placed on
the School’s Facebook page.




BETHANY CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

STUDENT RECOGNITION AWARDS

4, Annual End of Year Awards

Each class teacher will nominate one student from their class to receive an award in each of the
following categories:

Living Out the School Motto Award - In Christ We Love And Serve
This award will be based on recognising students who:

exemplify Christian qualities in an outstanding way and truly live out our school motto through
selflessness, empathy and service towards others.

Outstanding Effort in Learning Award
This award will be based on recognising students who:
demonstrate an outstanding approach to their studies, by their positive attitude towards their
learning and their persistent effort throughout the year.

Excellence in Learning Award
This award will be based on recognising students who:

demonstrate consistent application to, and high achievement in, their overall learning.

Outstanding Effort and Achievement in Italian/Music/Sport
This award will be based on recognising students who:

have attained excellent results and demonstrated an outstanding effort in Italian, Music or
Sport. One student per Stage will be nominated by the teacher of Italian, Music and Sport to
receive this award.

e Our Effortin Learning Awards Assemblies will be held this Term in Week 6 and Week 10.

Love challenges,
be intrigued by
mistakes, enjoy
effort, and keep
on learning.
Carol Dweck




There is a well known story about a teacher putting
rocks in a jar until no more would fit. He asks the class
whether the jar is full and the class reply “yes”. The
teacher then pours fine gravel into the jar, which
flows around the rocks and fills the spaces between
them. Again, he asks “Is the jar full?” and the class
says ‘yes”. Then the teacher pours sand into the jar
which occupies the even smaller spaces between the
gravel. Again, the class says it is full. Lastly the teacher
pours water into the jar, filling the invisible spaces
between the sand, gravel and rocks. The teacher points out to the class that if the jar had been
filled first with the gravel, sand and water there would have been no room for the rocks.

The point of this story is that if we fill our lives with lots of “small stuff”, the things that are trivial,
then there is no room for the big things, the things which really matter. This is very similar to the
message we hear in the Gospel where Jesus asks us to get our priorities right. We definitely do need
clothes and food, but they are just the sand and the gravel component compared to setting our
hearts on following Jesus and seeking His kingdom. Once these big things are in the right place in
our priorities they shape our lives, and the small things fit around them rather than dominating our
lives.

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the season of Lent - a time in our Church when we strive to
renew our hearts and live as God wants us to live, in the Spirit of Jesus. We receive ashes, often on

our forehead, in the sign of a cross. This reminds us to follow Jesus and turn our hearts to God. The
cross of ashes tells friends and neighbours that we know we are not perfect. We tell God and each
other that we are sorry and we want to be more like Jesus.

Ash Wednesday also signifies the beginning of Lent. Lent lasts for forty days. For forty days we
become more aware of the needs of people around us. We try to do good deeds for others to make
their lives easier. Lent is a special time to prepare ourselves to fully celebrate the great feast of
Easter. By thinking about our lives and making changes, with God’s help, we can become better
people.

The theme for Caritas Australia’s Project Compassion this year challenges us to “Aspire not to Have
More, but to Be More”. It promotes simple actions we can all take to “be More” for our world. During
Lent we will engage as a school community in fundraising for Caritas. (More details to follow).

Father in Heaven,

We pray that during this time of Lent we will try to turn our hearts in love and|
indness to you, by doing good to those around us, so that we may become
more like Jesus, your Son. May this season of repentance, bring us the
lessing of your forgiveness and the gift of your light. Help me to be grateful
or the promise of today and have faith that you will provide all | need for the
uture. Please be with us as we begin our Lenten journey.

rant this through Christ our Lord.

Blessings for a wonderful week,
Rebecca LLoyd REC




SWIMMING AWARDS

Congratulations to the following students. These are the results of our Bethany Swimmming Carnival
held at the end of last year.

JUNIOR GIRLS CHAMPION: 11 YEARS GIRLS CHAMPION: SENIOR GIRLS CHAMPION:
Age Champion - Addison (SB) Age Champion - Mikaela (SW) Age Champion - Charlotte (6W)
Runner up - Isabella (5R) Equal Runner up - Alyssa (éR)

Equal Runner up - Emilee (6R)

JUNIOR BOYS CHAMPION: 11 YEARS BOYS CHAMPION: SENIOR GIRLS MULTI-CLASS Age
Champion - Brody (4B) Age Champion - Bradley (5R) CHAMPION:

Runner up - Jude (4R) Runner up - Xavier (SR) Matilda (6W)

SENIOR BOYS CHAMPION:

Age Champion - Ashton (6B)

Runner up - Xavier (6R)

HIGHEST POINT SCORES:

8 year girls - Charlotte (2B) 8 year boys - Nikola (3R) 9 year girls - Ivy (4W)

9 year boys - Brody (4B) 10 year girls - Addison (5B) 10 year boys - Jude (4R)

1l year girls - Mikaela (SW) 11 year boys - Bradley (5R) 12 year girls - Charlotte (6W)

12 year boys - Ashton (6B)

EPEAN ZONE SWIMMING

Well done to all our swimmers who represented Bethany at the Nepean Zone Swimming Carnival on
Monday. It was wonderful to be able to watch your races and see some personal bests achieved.

[ would like to thank Mrs Gibson for fulfilling our duty for the day.

MACKILLOP TEAM TRIALS

Best of luck to Mia (5R) who will be representing the Parramatta Diocese in Basketball and Eva (éB) in
Tennis. Mia and Eva will be trialling to make the Mackillop teams on Friday 26th February in
Wollongong.

Go Girlsl!

Mrs Neilly



CELEBRATING OUR SWIMMERS




LIBRARY

We at Bethany are very proud of our library, which is well stocked with a wonderful selection of
books for our readers. All students have the opportunity to borrow a number of books from the
library each week. Students get to visit the Library at lunch time and enjoy a vast variety of STEM

activities.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday
K BLUE K RED K WHITE
YEAR 5 YEAR 3 YEAR 2

YEAR 1 6 BLUE YEAR 4

6 WHITE

6 RED

Library borrowing is an important part of the school week, this time allows students to engage
with a diverse range of books to extend their imagination and develop a lifelong love of reading.

All children are encouraged to borrow books to read both at school and at home. The children,
with the help of parents, need to remember to bring along their library bag so they can borrow
books for the week.

With the encouragement of parents and teachers, children have the best chance to foster a love
of literature and reading.

Library lunch time fun....




LIBRARY, CONT

Book Clubs

Every Child Deserves a Good Book
Issue 1 -Orders Close Friday 19th February 2021

The best gift any parent can give a child is the love of books and the joy and benefits of
independent reading for fun. Children who read at home, or are read to, have a head start on
reading success in school.

Our school is participating in Scholastic Book Club this year. Once a term, during the school year, |
will send home a Club catalogue with a different selection of books offered for all ages.

You'll find award-winning books and bestsellers, as well as old and new favourites. | recommend
them because the books span a wide range of children’s reading levels and interests and because
they are inexpensive (some books cost as little as $2).

It is easy to order. The Book Club LOOP platform for parents allows you to pay by credit card. Your
child’'s order is submitted directly to school safe and sound and the books will be delivered to
class. You can place your child’s order at www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP or using the LOOP app,
which can be downloaded from the App Store or

Google Play. How to order on the
Book Club platfarm
Owning your own books is something special! | hope W bookelubs.scholastic.com.au

that you will encourage your child to order books this
year. Each order helps earn free books and teaching
materials for our school, however there is never any
obligation to order. | know of no better way to
encourage reading than to allow children to choose €) select your ISSUE

the books they want to read. € Click on the ORDER tab

o~
&
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€) select your CLASS

. Select STUDENT or add a student
Happy Reading @) Seiest STUDENT or sdd 8 studen

Mrs Liepa @ oot

Wireln doerel, clck
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https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Login.aspx
https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Login.aspx
https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Login.aspx
https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Login.aspx
http://www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP

DATES

FOR THE DIARY

Tuesday 23rd February

2021 Parra AFL Trials - Quakers Hill 11am -
2pm

Wednesday 24th February

2021 Parra Football Trials - Kellyville - Boys
8:30am - Girls 1:30pm

Thursday 25th February

SRC Leadership Day

Friday 26th February

MACKILLOP TRIALS FOR TENNIS AND
BASKETBALL in Wollongong

Monday 1st March

2021 Parra Netball Trials - Windsor
12:00pm

Tuesday 2nd March

2021 Parra Rugby League Trials - Ponds -
9:30am

Monday 8th March

Catholic School's Week

Monday 8th March

Bethany Open Day 9:30am - 10:30am

Monday 8th March

2021 Parra Team Hockey Trials -
Kingswood 4:00pm

Tuesday 9th March

Diocesan Swimming Carnival - Blacktown

Wednesday 10th March

Bethany Open Day 9:30am - 10:30am and
1:45pm - 2:30pm

Friday 19th March

2021 Parra Team Cricket Trials - Penrith

Monday 22nd March

NSWCPS Swimming - SOPAC

Wednesday 24th March

2021 Parra Team Touch Trials - St Marys
4:00pm

Friday 26th March

MACKILLOP AFL Trials - Wagga
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Enrolling now for Kindergarten
2022 and grades 1-6

We are accepting Enrolments now for 2022 Kindergarten children,
We have limited places available for grades 1-6.
Qur Open Day Tours will take place on the
8" March 9:30am — 10:30am
10" March 9:30am — 10:30am & 1:45pm — 2:30pm

Please book online at hitps://www.schoolinterviews.com.au

Event code: 5dgha

Bethany Catholic Primary School nurtures and celebrates the unigueness of each child
and prapares them for tomaorrow’s world,

The school offers 2 wide range of curricular & co-curricular learning opportunities
including specialist instruction in the areas such as music, sport, library and ltalian as a
second language.

Our motto, In Christ we love and serve, reflects the principles and values of our unigue
learning community.




COMMUNICATION

The following information has been advised via the SkoolBag App:

18/02/21 Letter to Kindergarten Blue Parents
16/02/21 4 RED Families

15/02/21 Kindergarten Newsletter

10/02/21 Scholastic Book Club

School Enrolment Day Tours COVID Advice
9/02/21 Kindergarten Enrolments 2022

Sports News Update
8/02/21 E Safety Resources to Help Parents

Guitar Club cancelled until further notice
5/02/21 No Cash Transactions

Why social distancing matters

Social distancing of 1.5 metres decreases the exposure of coronanirus (COVID-18),
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OTHER NEWS

ANIMALS ON SCHOOL PREMISES

We wish to remind you, for the safety and wellbeing of our students and staff, animals are not
permitted on school premises (with the exception of service dogs).

ATTENDANCE

evary comey O

every dey  omeme,

021 SCHOOL FEES

2021 Instalment 1 School Fees Statements have been sent by CEDP. If you have not received
our statement by Monday 22nd February 2021, please contact Wendy Vincent 02 4723 3700.

If you are experiencing any financial difficulties please send an email to:
bthy-glmpfees@parra.catholic.edu.au

hank you




OTHER NEWS

eSafetyparents

Your child’'s first smartphone — are they old enough?

Children often have access to devices, including smartphones, from a very young age,
Whether it's watching their favourite program through streaming services on your

F:Ill.:.rm:_ u::l'llg gducational Apps or !-:I-rTII_Il}- '\-..'iu'..'.'iIIH' F_II"-:ILI.:I:'.' wilth you and the

:erlil}-, l|‘1|1:,.'

aAFe ur'ﬂ;r;jl-rl[:' with devices in one form or another.

But when iz my child old enough to
ba given their own mobila phone?

Im 2072, tha Australian Burazy of Statistics revealsd
children az young 23 five years old cwned & mobile
phone = tewo peroent of children aged between fve
and elght years old, and 28 percert for children aged
fiwe to 14 years, Tris figure 's Ukely to be higher now!

Far many parants ano carers, fhve years ald would
seem too young. For others, it might offer them
peace of mind and secwioy to know they can keep

in tousn with their child—essecially i5 an amergency

The right age far yaur ehild wWill ceaend an thelr leyel
af maturity It's worth asking yourselF the folloawing
gquestions before handng over a d'altal devles,

« Does my child have a gaod
monac of responsibility®

=

are they able to stick to
the ruleas?

Do they show a goondd
understanding of actlons
and consequences?

L

Do they came ta me ar
anothar trusted adulkt
when they are distressad
ar encounter prablems?

. 3 eSafetyCommissioner

il ermum—"

For younger children its best to start with a
michile phone withowt intemet accrss, and

Introduce & smarcphong whan they dermongtrate
an appropriate level of maturity. Some younger
childran might argus that thay ara raady for a
smartprone, especlally IF thalr friends already
have oree. Bul its worth holdicg sut until you feel
carfident that your child is mature encugh.

My child hae their firet smartphone

ow what?
when your child receives their first smartphons it's
a greal opportunily o insldl safe onlne Behaviowrs
earty on, ac thay can carry thesa skills through to
thelr teens and beyand.,

Here are some tps for getting them an board with
gocd anline habits

Establish rules at the cutset

with clear bouncaries

Talk about expectations and the conzeguences
for not meeting these rules. Deperding on the age
of your child, you might want to 58t up & written
gigned agreement Wwhich ligts the rules.

Hare are some you may want to agree on;

* Mo phonss after & certain time
(e BOO prr) — urless inan emegency.

= Keep to daily screen time limits
(i.a. 1 qowr par schiool night)

= Familly time 1= a no-phone zone (Le dinner).

esafety.gov.au/parents
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AFTER SCHOOL
ACTIVITIES

Qyrnifastics 15 e eversarel WIth
N & range of pragrams devised o
Falp develan increditde skills for
fitness perfarmarcs,
'-:.!_..-‘- Srpeti Lo oF Just Lo challesgs
yoLirsa|f

We affer a rafg e of Baxing, Judka
& Wuay Thal classes. these
Diograrss revelve around fun,
fitness and friends and caters for
Deginmers 0o ecvanoed eyels,

[ | Do you want t2 laam how to
cra BUE don't Brow wisare 1o
N staet? Sxudents crmalled Inthis
class will |2arm Lhe Dasics of
crawing steo-by-step, to
CrEala Masialpieces.
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COMMUNITY
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PENRITH
Thia perfect class to learn how to
oy sport. These classes will
halp children devalop the
fundamentals and skills of the
sport. These classes are designed
for yaung people that have
navar played a sport before and
wildhd prafer Lo sasa Lhair way
imto ik

AFTER SCHOOL
ACTIVITIES

Qur Cyrn - this one b5 for the
parmnts!

whila wour chibd is anjoying a
PRCEgram you can use aur gym
starting from 510 for a casual
yemion, or $11.50 piwk for
wnlimited acoess

HOW TO FIND OUR MORE INFORMATION AND BOOK:
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COMMUNITY

NSW PARENT/ICARER
ONLINE WORKSHOP
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OPEN DAYS

@z Catherine McAuley Westmead

wEITMELD

Wiy Enrollmg Now for “r'ear 72022

A AT L

Ervolment applicetions for Year 7 2022 (First Raund iOffers] are due by Friday, ]EI“ flarch 2021,
Envolment packs are availabie at your prmany school office or by werting the Cathanne Moubey Westmead wabsite,

The Sl Dpan ARernoon schedied for Wednesiday, 106h March 2071 has heen canceled Instead the schood 15
ql'in,t"hﬂ small grovg school fours over @ numiber of days in earky March Boak a place on a school four by visiting fhe
Lebindd minhs e under Ervalmant Vs Cur Schoal

Catharine Mebubay, 2 Darey Rood, Wertmead | waswomeaslay.mwadu.ay | Telephona: 845 9100

P
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S DOMINIC'S COLLEGE

2021 OPEN DAY
SUNDAY, 7 MARCH

BHOOK OMNLINE FOR YOUR
GUICED TOUR

Lologs roues wil commencs af ¥.300mm

QIHLUME BOCEINGS ESSEHTIEL
www.sfdnmlnlcs..nsw-ed (TR 1]
FoACES CIMITED

THE RIGHT CHOICE
FOR YOUR SON
.
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