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Dear Bethany Families,

The current situation we are experiencing relating to COVID-19 virus naturally induces feelings of apprehension, 
uncertainty and anxiety. The constant and ever-changing reports on the subject, images of empty shelves in 
supermarkets and panic buying stemming from feelings of uncertainty and fear add to this feeling of unease.

During such times we look to our civic leaders for direction, information and a sense of hope. We also would be wise 
to seek any information from authoritative sources e.g.https://www.health.gov.au/;https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/.

We also are aware of those who are on the front line of caring for our 
community ? our doctors, paramedics, nurses, and medical researchers.

We should be conscious that at this time they are not only caring for our 
community by carrying out their professional duties, but also as mothers, 
fathers, grandparents and carers, are tending to their own families.

Retaining a sense of our common humanity grounded in practical 
compassion and community can become clouded during times where we 
feel we need to be watchful and cautious in going about our day-to day-lives.

Italy has been in complete lockdown for more than a fortnight ? including my 
own Italian family. This week people from across the country have started 
coming out on their balconies and leaning out their windows to join in song. The people of Italy are trying to create a 
sense of solidarity and community through music.

It reminds us of the quote from St. Augustine ? ?He who sings prays twice?. St Augustine speaks to the power of 
music as prayer for the soul particularly in such trying times.

We continue to pray for all those affected by the current situation and in particular the doctors, nurses, paramedics 
and medical researchers  who are working tirelessly on our behalf.

Until next time,

Sergio Rosato

PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE

https://www.health.gov.au/
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/


Learning Intent ions and Success Cri teria

?Learning Intentions and Success Cri teria?, words that are common practice to our dai ly work of teaching and 
learning in the classroom, but what do they actual ly mean? Stemming from the work of Professor Hatt ie, Learning 
Intentions, as the name suggests, outl ines the clear purpose of the lesson. Learning Intentions are the teachers? 
opportuni ty to define thei r think ing to the 
students. The more transparent the teacher 
makes the learning goals, the more l ikely the 
student is to engage in the work needed to 
meet the goal.

If ?learning intentions? are the objectives of the 
lesson, Success Cri teria can be defined as the 
di rection students are requi red to take to meet 
the desi red objective. For this reason, Success 
Cri teria are shared and even co-constructed 
wi th students for maximum impact. Ensuring 
that this success cri teria is visible to students 
is an important part of student accountabi l i ty 
in the learning process. As outl ined by Hatt ie, 
the more the student is aware of the cri teria 
for success, then the more the student can see 
the speci fic actions that are needed to attain 
these cri teria.

How to get involved at home??

Instead of ask ing what did you do at school today, ask your chi ld, ?what did you learn at school today in 
Li teracy/RE/Mathematics? Fol low on wi th, ?how did you go wi th this new learning? Was there anything 
chal lenging about the learning?? Parents are encouraged to support and reinforce the language of learning at 
home.

Staff  Professional Learning

In l ight of the current cl imate and matters such as ?social distancing? protocols, al l  external Professional Learning 

has been put on hold unti l  further notice. 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL'S 
MESSAGE



DATES FOR THE DIARY

Monday 23rd March Conf irmation Enrolment Forms sent out

Wednesday 25t h March Feast of  the Annunciation - Classroom 
Liturgy - Year  5

Thursday 26t h March Reconciliation 4 Blue -  12:00pm

Monday 30 t h March Conf irmation Enrolment f orms due at 
Par ish this week (f inal day 6th Apr il)

Thursday 2nd Apr il Reconciliation , 6 Blue - 12:00pm

Fr iday 3rd Apr il 9:00am Par ish Mass - Year  6 and  
Kindergar ten

Sunday 5t h  Apr il St Padre Pio Children's Mass 9:30am 
Whole School 

Monday 6t h Apr il Conf irmation Enrolment f orms due at 
Par ish (Final Day)



On Monday Ryan Nesbitt, his family and Year 6 hosted a World Greatest Shave event in support of the 
Leukemia Foundation. Ryan is a current Year 6 student at Bethany who has only recently concluded 
treatment for juvenile leukemia. Ryan?s wish was to raise funds to support the research and treatment of 
this blood disease in order to help other young people going through leukemia treatment.

On Monday Year 5 & 6 gathered in the hall whilst the rest of the school were able to view the event via 
their classroom TVs. Ryan?s teacher David Pospischil also challenged his class to raise an extra $1000 for 
the cause and offered to shave his hair as an incentive. The event was a beautiful celebration of Ryan and 
his family?s journey. Through his  effort and inspiration  Ryan was able to raise $5,294.71 - an amazing 
effort. . Thank you to all who contributed to the cause and supported Ryan in his quest including David  
Popischil and Karina Davis.

Kindergar t en 2021? Enrolm ent  Per iod Now Open

Enrolments for Kindergarten are now open ? please advise family and friends of this fact. The first-round 
enrolment period for Kindergarten closes at the end of May 29. Enrolments after this time will be 
considered based on availability of places.

OTHER MATTERS



Pr incipals & Assist ant  Pr incipal 's Morning Tea for  Ef for t  in Learning

The first of these special morning teas took place on Wednesday in our school hall. Each teacher was 
asked to nominate 2 students from their class who has consistently exhibited effort with their learning so 
far this year. Students were also nominated for their effort in Music, Italian and Sport.

During the morning tea hosted by Mr Rosato & Miss Joseph the students were able to 
share a personal learning goal or an area of their learning that they have focused on 
during the early part of this year. Each of these students is congratulated for their 
outstanding effort.

We look forward to hosting the second morning tea early in Term 2.

School Upgrades ? Hall/COLA PA Syst em  & Hall Dat a Project or

Recently our school was able to carry out an upgrade on our hall PA system and data projector. The cost of 
this work including new equipment totalled $22,099.00 ? Thank you to the combined efforts of the 2019 
P&F for making these funds available for this important purpose.

This week a contractor was engaged to carry out a further upgrade of our outside PA system under the 
COLA. The cost of this work was $6,017.00. This portion of the project came from school funds.

We thank DMC PA Electrical Pty Ltd for their excellent work and service.

School Fees
Thank you to those families who have already paid Instalment 1 Fees. Fees are now due unless otherwise 
arranged. If you are experiencing financial difficulty please contact Mrs Vincent  on 02 4723 3700 to 
discuss.

At t endance

Bethany's attendance - 84.5%

OTHER MATTERS

Kinder Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

94.3% 84.4% 84.9% 85.6% 82.1% 84.1% 75.6%



St Patrick & St Joseph Feast Days 

This week two important saints were honoured in 

classroom prayer celebrations ? St Patrick (17 March) and St 

Joseph (19 March). 

Students looked at the life of each of these saints and their 

significance in our Church.  

St Patrick is one of the patron saints of Ireland. When the 

Irish Catholics immigrated to the Australia in the 18th 

century they brought with them their devotion to this great 5th century saint.  Patrick himself immigrated to Ireland 

from his home in Britain and is credited with bringing Christianity to that 

country. 

St Joseph was immensely important in welcoming the Son of God into the 

world and protecting His mother Mary.  Joseph is remembered for his 

strength, obedience, faith and his simplicity.  Joseph is known as the silent 

saint.  In the Gospels we never hear Joseph speak.  All we know about him is 

that he was a carpenter who was engaged to Mary.  When Mary was found to 

be pregnant he trusted the angel?s message and married her despite the fact 

that the child wasn?t his.  Joseph?s life wasn?t always easy. 

May the example of St Patrick and St Joseph continue to inspire us to 

following in the ways of Christ.

FIRST SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (PENANCE)

Congratulations to all of those students from our Padre Pio community  who received the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation for the first time on Tuesday evening. May they discover the joy of God?s unconditional love and 

forgiveness.

HOLY WEEK LITURGIES

In week 11 each morning, classes will engage in a short liturgy that covers the key events of Holy Week. This will no 
longer be as a whole school celebration, but rather as a grade celebration.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Mrs Donlan and 
Mrs Wakim



LITERACY

Miss Ahern



Do you often find yourself doing the grocery shopping with the kids? Why not use this 
opportunity to do a bit of maths!

Some ideas include:

?Compare prices and talk about ?more than? and ?less than?

?Add, subtract, divide and multiply costs of items

?Discuss the shapes and sizes of items as well as capacity and volume

?Rounding receipts

?Calculate the cost of specific meals

Some examples of maths when grocery shopping at different schooling levels can be found 
on the nzmaths site www.nzmaths.co.nz/maths-our-house-shopping

A great way to spend time with your children is to engage together in a maths activity. This 
not only encourages conversation and bonding, but has the added benefit of honing maths 
skills.

One activity you might like to try is Number Sentences (refer to table on following page).

Week 8 Maths challenge
Why don?t you try solving this challenge (lef t). 

Answers will be given next f or tnight.

NUMERACY

https://nzmaths.co.nz/maths-our-house-shopping
https://nzmaths.co.nz/maths-our-house-shopping


Answer  to Week 6
7. The sum of  the diagonal f igures is the same on 
each scoreboard.

Ms Vion and Mrs Cutajar

NUMERACY



SPORT WITH MRS NEILLY

During your child?s sport lessons we have started our Athletics program.

SPORT

PDCPSSC WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK PAGE

The Parramatta Diocese Catholic Primary School Sports Council Website and Facebook page are  
great ways to find out information on Sport in our Diocese. 

Visit www.pr im aryspor t par ra.cat holic.edu.au/

http://www.primarysportparra.catholic.edu.au/


 

 Information current as at 9:00pm, 18th March 2020

SPORT

Mrs Neilly

EVENT DATE VENUE STATUS LEVEL

Par ram at t a Diocesan   
Cr icket  Tr ials

Friday Jamison Park Nets, Temporarily ceased 
until   further notice

Diocesan

Par ram at t a Diocesan   
Touch Tr ials

Monday The Kingsway Touch   
Fields, St Marys

Temporarily ceased 
until   further notice

Diocesan

MacKil lop Sw im m ing   
Cham pionship

Wednesday SOPAC, Homebush Temporarily ceased 
until   further notice

MacKillop

MacKil lop Foot ball   

(Soccer ) Tr ials

Friday Cookbundoon Playing   

Fields, Goulburn

Temporarily ceased 

until   further notice

MacKillop

St age 3 Touch 
Foot ball   (BLUE) Gala 

Wednesday The Kingsway Touch   
Fields, St Marys

Temporarily ceased 
until   further notice

Diocesan

MacKil lop Aust ralian 
Foot ball (AFL) Tr ial

Friday Maher Oval, Temporarily ceased 
until further notice

MacKillop

NSWPSSA   Sw im m ing 
Cham pionships

Monday 6thApril & 
Tuesday 7thApril   2020

SOPAC, Homebush Temporarily ceased 
until further notice

NSWPSSA

NSWPSSA   Diving 
Cham pionships

Monday 6thApril 2020 SOPAC, Homebush Temporarily ceased 
until further notice

NSWPSSA

Par ram at t a Diocesan   
Rugby Union Tr ials

Wednesday 29thApril   
2020

Kingsdene Oval,   
Carlingford

Temporarily ceased 
until   further notice

Diocesan

Par ram at t a Diocesan 
Sof t ball Tr ials

Thursday 30thApril 
2020

Stanhope Gardens Temporarily ceased 
until further notice

Diocesan

Par ram at t a Diocesan 
Cross Count ry

Tuesday 5thMay 2020 Sydney Motor Sports 
Park, Eastern Creek

Temporarily ceased 
until further notice

Diocesan

MacKil lop Hockey,   
Net ball & Rugby 

Friday 8thMay   2020 Canberra Temporarily ceased 
until   further notice

MacKillop

St age 3 Gir ls Soccer Wednesday 27thMay   
2020

Jamison Park Soccer   
Fields, Penrith

Temporarily ceased 
until   further notice

Diocesan

MacKil lop Touch 
Tr ials

Friday 29thMay   2020 The Kingsway Touch   
Fields, St Marys

Temporarily ceased 
until   further notice

MacKillop

St age 3 Boys Soccer Wednesday 3rdJune 
2020

Jamison Park Soccer 
Fields, Penrith

Temporarily ceased 
until further notice

Diocesan

NSWCPSCCC Cross 
Count ry

Friday 12thJune 2020 Sydney Motor Sports 
Park, Eastern Creek

Temporarily ceased 
until further notice

MacKillop



PADRE PIO PARISH LENTEN CELEBRATIONS

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

WHEN: Each Friday during Lent.

TIME:  7pm.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE AND RECONCILIATION 

(in preparat ion for  Holy Week and t he East er  Tr iduum )

WHEN: Tuesday 31st March.

TIME: 7pm

CARITAS AUSTRALIA: PROJECT COMPASSION PRESENTATION : YEARS 3-6 (POSTPONED)

In light of the current advice regarding presentations, guest speakers and assemblies, the 

presentation will be rescheduled to Term 2. 

  

PARISH NEWS



 

ENROLLING NOW FOR 2021



LUKE PRIDDIS FOUNDATION



HOLIDAY FUN
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